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Position: Support, with comments 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Aloha Independent Living 
Hawaiʻi is a federally designated statewide Center for Independent Living. 
Our consumers across all disabilities depend on TheHandi-Van and on 
accessible fixed-route service to live in the community rather than in 
institutions. 

We support the requested action: approval of the Transit Asset 
Management Plan Update as evidence that the work was carried out, 
submission of the close-out documentation to the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, and incorporation of the study findings into the 
metropolitan transportation planning process. This is the first plan cycle to 
cover TheBus, TheHandi-Van and Skyline together. As the agenda notes, the 
plan develops the transit asset performance targets that OʻahuMPO adopts 
in coordination with the Department of Transportation Services, and the 
Transportation Improvement Program supports implementation by 
scheduling the transit projects that receive FTA funds. That is where the 
plan touches the daily lives of riders with disabilities, and it is the basis for 
our four requests. 

First, when the transit asset targets come to this Board for adoption, we ask 
that the paratransit vehicle classes be presented separately from the 
fixed-route fleet, with the share of TheHandi-Van vehicles at or past their 
useful-life benchmark today, the target for that share, and the 
fleet-replacement schedule the target assumes. Federal reporting already 
tracks vehicles by class; our request is that this Board and the public see the 
paratransit picture on its own, alongside the investment plan that supports 
it. When a paratransit vehicle ages out of service, the rider loses a trip to 
dialysis, to work or to a medical appointment, not a convenience. 



 

Second, we ask that the plan’s condition tracking extend to the accessible 
features of vehicles and stations, and not stop at the vehicles and stations 
themselves: wheelchair lifts and ramps, securement systems, audible stop 
announcements, visual information displays and real-time visual 
announcements, and Skyline elevators, escalators and platform-edge 
features. The federal rule sets a minimum and allows providers to add 
measures. A vehicle or station can be in a state of good repair on paper 
while the features a rider with a disability depends on are out of service. 

Third, we ask that the Board’s adopted targets carry through to project 
selection in the Transportation Improvement Program, so that 
TheHandi-Van fleet replacement is not deferred when funds tighten. 

Fourth, we respectfully request that future updates to the Transit Asset 
Management Plan include a published public comment period and an 
accessible way to submit comments. This is consistent with the request we 
made this month on the State’s Transportation Asset Management Plan, 
which was copied to this organization’s Technical Advisory Committee. 

We look forward to working with OʻahuMPO and the Department of 
Transportation Services as the targets are adopted and implemented. 

Mahalo for your consideration. 

 

 

Roxanne Bolden 
Executive Director 
 


